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A disposition to do good;an act of kondness, the first settler in tiie
Community was Thomas Coram, of Scotch-IllsK descent, who moved with his
family from Warrenton, Warren County, Georgia in 1831, 91 YEARS ago
and settled near the spot where Mr. P.E. Keese's' residence now stands.

The First Church House was erect««d about two miles west of the Village
and was of the Hardshell or Primitive persuasion. In ISAOthere was a
Division between the Hardshells anti-missionaries and the missionaries.

Some of the early, settlers were Corams,Mitchners,Fillingames,Keese'a,
Ho Imans, Thorn tons ,Knightons, COhLTNS ".Wards, Hart fie Ids, SMITHS, Perry-
mans,Kings , Fentresses, Scotts, JACKSONS, Baldwins, Cooks , Dales,
Mainors,Rumphs, Crapps,Rawls,Doziers, Browns,Wambles,Phipps,Pratts,
Harts,Martins,Criers,Williams,Parhams,Buchannans and others.

When the Community began to settle up the people needed a School House
and a log house was built and used for school and religious purposes.
When plans were formulating to buy a lot on which to erect a Baptist
Church, Thomas Coram was the first to speak up and said he would donate
five acres of land and deed it.Up to this time the place was called
Bulier's School House.

When Tliomas Coram deeded the five acre lot for Church & Graveyard
purposes, his friends gathered about him and remarked wliat an unselfish
act and further said "we wish you well".

In May 1840 a missionary Baptist Church was established, and in looking
around and discussing a name for the baby Church the name of Benevolence
was selected.The first service in the Church was held in June 1840, when
Rev. James Matthews was elected pastor and Ansel Albritton Clerk.From
that day to this the Church and Place have been called Benevolence.

The first person buried in Benevolence was JOHN JACKSON, a half brother
to Thomas Coram.

During the Cival War there was no Post Office in the village, and in
those perilous times Thomas Coram carried the mail from Benevolence to
Cuthbert,Once a week,nine miles, without charge.He would collect the
letters, carry them to Cuthbert,get the mall there, bring it back and
deliver it to the addressee.

A few years after the Baptist church was organized, a Masonic Lodge was
organized and built a temple with a school room underneath. Then a Store
house was built, and a little later Emmanus Methodist Church was estab
lished, .

In 1883 Knighton and Keese established a mercantile business, the firm
being composed of H.H. Knighton, A.E. and P.E. Keese, A Post Office
was established with P.E. Keese as postmaster, a position he held for
many years. A star mail Routebetween Lumpkin and Cutlibert Via Benevolence
was established,and the-carrier being Starling Jenkins of Lumpkin.
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Settlers came in and the town and Community because more thickley
populated and the need of a larger and more commodious school house
was evident, so in 1910 a large three room edifice was erected.which

IS still in use.

was chartered with a capital stock of$ 25,000 with E.R. Ward president; W.W. Binion. Vice president;
. '.Turner, Cashier.In the same year the Geor;,ia, Florida i Alabama

Tw extended from Cuthbert to Richland Via Benevolence, and. .W. KLEN was appointed agent and telegraph operator at this point. We

and AtlLta?" f'™ ^-o^k. Via Columbus

with^GLrprrV""*" established, running, out from Benevolencewith George J. Corara a grandson of Thomas Coram, as a carrier a
position he still holds.

lorarclM ^ hospitable, sober, law-abiding,oral citizens. The town now has a population of about 350, five

onnoL"; hlacksmlth, one repair shop,one food and meat market, one hotel, four cburcbes, a masonic lodge, a
W.O.W.Lodge and an Odd Fellows Lodge, two Schools and one Doctor

?HE'pJ?TML'fCLIPPING BORROWED FROM CORA NEWSOME FROM
IN 1922 ^ BENEVOLENCE. IT WAS FROM ACUTHBERT NEWSPAl'ER PUBLISHED

flHNEVDLENCE Cliuui

aeoMiS fcchng a inscd fo.
tSSd occcpicd 5 ucicv ,r"with no <h.ui.i

-**w.ThPm«i Coram, firsi sctuci m hi

JiSJS!®® B««fvo1encc fop church and cuiuimu ,MGinMrt nhulcd luinber from OnwRon nud
*»WUdlliq. d4?dlc«io.d Miv iV.

I84& ^wllh Reit ifamei Matthcw.s, Pashu, ;ii,u
At M« Albrlitoii, Clerk. First dencotn wcm dhiiic.?.
Sherman and John Winfrey. Oiiut .'.if i'
were David Holmnn. Abncr Wnni. i. m
and C. W. King.
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I 1Slatfl 'I'roops;

//I Ciiptiin AIcxiukUt t'orric'a Co. of i
StiitcTrooiw.

{•\j%Tn,v o*" XOXO-) ;

AppoftFfl on i
Company Muater Boll

for 181*= '̂
Uoll a«tc<l -

Dftte of ftppointmcnt or
enlistment,

Date of appointment or 1
commencement of service, J

To what time engaged or I isi
expiration of service, J

To what time engaged or
enlisted, J ^ *

Present or absent,

To what period paid,

Remarks and alterations since last muster:

(660)
Cofiywc.



^11 S I H. i'*
(a Jlatfn. Oawald't.) | Htflle Tr00|>8«

iC2^i'.tSt^A

" CCiiptnin Alexander Corric's Co. of
South Carolina Stalo Troops,
2 Battalion.

CWait of XOXB,}

Appears on

Company Fay Boll

for j

Itoll dated

Commcnoementof service 1 ioi
or of Uiis settlement, / 181

Expiration oi service or 1
of thi. Boltlement, / 181'=^

Term of service chai;fre<],..yu..monthB,.^» days.
Pay per month, <^....dollars,. cents.
Amount of pay, —.— dollars, .^^"eeuts.
Signer's name,

Remarks L

[672] Copyist,

c

I H. €.
«a Baifn. owwaij'g.) | HlAle Troops#

\yr?y y j Captain Alexander Corrie's Co. of
1 StateTroops.
( \A/'A.r> ol* X8Xa.)

Company Muster Boll

181 .

Apj)oar8 on

for

Roll dated
y

Date of appointment or .
enlistment,

Date of appointment or 1
commencement of service, /

; To what time engaged or I

(660)

181 .

expiration of service, / '

Present or absent,

To what period paid, , 181

Remarks and alterations since lost muster:

CopyinS^
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youth Ciiruliiiu yiato Trooijs,
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2 I K. C.
(a Jiau'ii. OBwaiti'B.) I Hlatfl 'i'roopst

(•\7V#«,3r oJT XOlsa.}

Company Pay Poll

for

Koll iliitcil

Cominoncniiicnt of Horvicc
or of this flcltlciiicnt,

Exjiinition ol Bcrvieo or I
of tliis scltlcincnt^ j

Term of acrvice charged,.<^:ii|iontli8, days.
Pay per month, ^.....dollar8,.^^cent8.
Amount of pay, -^-^^^doUarBiC^.T^centa.
SIgner'a iiuiuc,

Itemarka:

[672]

n s.

[672]

(a Dfttt'n, Oiiwalci'a.) | SUtfl TroopS.

// X /

j "^r Capliiift-Alexunder Corric's Co. of
South (•iiroliim Stnto 'rroopH, '
2 lhilt4iliuii.

cvcT'A.r- or ioia«}

A]>j>enr8 on

Company Pay Poll

for J^.<^.Z2^^^181.S2^
Jtoll diiloi

Coinineiicement of service I'^^/•//,-» /
or of thia aettlcment,

Expiration ot acrvice or V//'7 to, *^7of tliis aeltlement, f ^^-^^181
Terra of service charged,..-/.^lonths, days.
Pay per month, t^....dollur8,..4i^J. ccntH.
Amountof pay, dollars, cents.

Signer's name,

Iteiuarks;

^ Copyvt.
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v'- At tho time I compiled the Historical Sketch
; of BenevolAjnce, T learned of the tradition that a child oV
' •. name of Teylor had boon adopted into the i/oram

•, celvod the name of CorB.m. Some thou£,^ht tais child to have- 'jesn
i; - Thomas Coxam of Benevolanco- This was no. cons Lstent^with

•• VtraditicnE of the family, aad believing t lat my deductions rero
".^orth foil iwing up, I had an invoritigatio i made. As a reeuLt oi

"- •^his iTiver tigation I found the following \mich
ii'.'Vbo 'fluf:;lei'ent .proof of lineage and service tab qualify for m^m
i;';;v'.'-b(5rBhip It the Uaughtore, of the American devolution,

" 7'7' The litchinor family Bible gives the following information:
•dVillia.m Of ram born Oct. 2na, 1753, died June lst,;^1821. •

Corarn bori June 12, 1755, died July IG, 1329. /William Coram ant
Ann Coram married 1783. -•

Thex' wao xccordod In Warren County, Goor^'iti, March 9t-h,
1030, the folleaving will: _

Georgia", /arrou County. t,* • *'
In t pe name of God, Amen: _ ' ;
X. Ain Ooram, botng low of body, but of sfund and dieposin,

: ;"mer.ory do make, constitute and ordain this my ilast-will anc. tes
,-iament. ' ,

- let, I wiil that all my just debts bepald. ^ , 4.
' 2nd. I 'will and bequeath unto Thomps Coram all that tract
; ''ior parcel of Ipnd situate in the 10th Diet, in the first sect 10
v r ./in the Co inty of Loe, containing 202^ aci-as which is known and

•; vdiGtingui ihed in the plan of naid district by the number 3i6,
vf '^/being- a tcact of land which I drew. • j . . ^-.V.

;'fi( • ]n witness whereof I do here' set .my hand thib .lltn 01
1829. • ^

•• v '̂r .. • • V Ann. Cotam (L3) • ' ,
"'Witness, Jason Hays, William It. Coram ^.nd Thomrs Young.

"• Jancn Hays was th3 father of Deborah (Hays) Coram, the
wife of Tbomas Goran of Eenevolenco. William H. Ooram was

/William ladison Ooram, the son of ThCmas Corc.m of Benevo-.euce
.. and hin v ife Deborah.
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HecccdG in the office of Adjutant General, Wachington.
D. C. slews: "Willirnr. Corrm corvod in tie Hcvo.lut ioriar/ •-ir
as a private in the Conr-.andcr-ir-chiGf' 3 Guard ..(N..B.
Goorgu V/.' shingtrn was the com/.Tandor-in-ohlef. ) 99^,
covnnando< by Captain CaiUb Gibbs, He aniiated in March, ^
to f'.et've during the. war, van promoted to sergent between I. ay l.
r.nd J-ine 4, 1383.

Wa

lution.

liam Coram drew land In Virginia for service
(see page 204 Ky. Sons of the Revolution.) ,
» to .''..it

in Revo

M-'v -••• • ' ' ,

• I


